1.
Planned Growth and Good Neighborhoods


We in the Fry's Spring Neighborhood share many goals in common with our fellow citizens in the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle County.  Foremost among them is the desire to live in safe, pleasant neighborhoods, where–As Mr. Jefferson said--we can enjoy "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."  In that regard, Albemarle's plans to follow "neighborhood model principles" in developing the county deserve praise.  But our concern is those principles may be pursued too narrowly without considering the welfare of established neighborhoods in both the city and the county and the delicate transportation web that connects them with one another and with the area's economic and cultural centerpiece, the University of Virginia.


I think that all of us from Fry's Spring who attended the Albemarle County Planning Commission's initial meeting about the proposed Biscuit Run development on March 7th, were struck by the "neighborhood model principle" that calls for "neighborhood friendly streets and roads."  The designer of the Biscuit Run development seems to have done an excellent job of following that principle WITHIN the boundaries of Biscuit Run, but seems almost oblivious to the wider community of neighborhoods OUTSIDE those boundaries.


Although Charlottesville is not Rome, most if not all of the roads in this area lead into and through the city with only a precious few going around it.  Although the Biscuit Run developer gave the impression that most of the estimated ten thousand cars from Biscuit Run would travel into the city by Route 20 and Fifth Street, common sense says otherwise.  First, there are only two proposed exits from Biscuit Run to Route 20 and three exits on Old Lynchburg Road.  Second, Old Lynchburg Road is the most direct currently available route to the area's largest employer–UVa although an exceeding poor commuter route in most other respects.  Traffic, like water, naturally follows the most direct route to its destination–often with disastrous results if a more convenient, less destructive way is not offered.  In this case, one seems to have been offered in the proposed extension of the southern connector from Fifth Street west to the Fontaine Research Park.


Life with Biscuit Run without that and other needed transportation improvements in place BEFORE the development is finished, offers a nightmarish prospect for county commuters including those from Biscuit Run, for Fry's Spring neighborhood residents particularly those such as my husband and myself who live on Old Lynchburg Road, and for the ambiance of the University of Virginia, one of the several critical elements that help make it the nation's leading public university.


  Commuters would find Old Lynchburg Road–which is mostly a narrow twisting country lane from Walnut Creek Park to Jefferson Park Avenue–to be not such a quaint, charming drive when they are competing with thousands of additional vehicles to get into work on time and back home again.  And any one who has witnessed UVa football Saturdays (to say nothing of the even worse football Thursdays), as all of us in Fry's Spring have done for many years, will have vision of daily life on the streets of southwestern Charlottesville without adequate transportation improvements.
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  Old Lynchburg Road residents would find themselves living on a highly dangerous road so densely packed with traffic that they would have to plan hours in advance to get out of their driveways.  It should be noted that there are more than forty driveways entering Old Lynchburg Road in the 100 and 200 blocks (JPA to Middleton Lane) and several of those are steep blind driveways encountered by incoming traffic immediately upon coming out of several sharp blind curves on Old Lynchburg Road.  In short, the quality of life would be destroyed on Old Lynchburg Road and would be severely damaged in Fry's Spring Neighborhood as a whole.


  The University would find itself in an increasingly unattractive general setting.  As we all know, this is not just any university but Thomas Jefferson's University, and Jefferson's concept of an Academical Community is still one of its most distinctive and most respected attributes.  The University would be one of the principal victims of traffic snarled streets and highways, and of neighborhoods dominated by parking lots and student and other transient housing.  As the largest neighborhood in the UVa area, Fry's Spring is a main bastion of the sort of academic and professional neighbors that the University needs to have living near it.


We in the Fry's Spring Neighborhood have for many years worked hard to maintain and improve that quality of life in our neighborhood, and we hope to carry forth that effort now and in the future by working cooperatively with the City, the County, the University, the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission, and other neighborhood associations.  We are particularly interested in having the connector road from Fifth Street to Fontaine Research Park built as soon as possible and before any more major developments are constructed in southern Albemarle County.  But we do feel strongly that we, as much as other residents of the area, deserved to live on "neighborhood friendly streets and roads," and if adequate roads cannot be built and cooperation breaks down after giving it our very best shot, we reserve the right to protect our interests by the best means available to us.
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